
TYPED CODING.TYPED CODING.  REAL APPS.REAL APPS.
ON REAL DEVICES.ON REAL DEVICES.

Bitsbox is an open-ended, project-based system for teaching computer science to kids in elementary &

middle school.

What makes Bitsbox different?

Typed JavaScript
Programming

 

Elementary and
Middle School

 

Beautiful Printed
Materials

Kids make and
share real apps

 

100s of open-ended
projects

 

Apps work on real
phones and tablets

Bitsbox Products for Education

SEE OUR NEW SCHOOL PRODUCTS

JOIN OUR EDUCATOR MAILING LIST
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Our new Coding Project Books are tailor-made for
educators and students.

 

Coding Project Books 
Unit 1: Coordinates

 

Coding Project Books 
Unit 2: Variables

 

Coding Project Books 
Unit 3: Conditionals

"My students are so engaged with Bitsbox. It is the perfect
next step after 'blocky' style programming of Scratch and

other similar apps. I appreciate how you made it so
streamlined without any special downloads. I have one set

of your books and will be ordering more."
Sharon Neff, South Carolina

Getting started
Hello, dear educator! Thanks so much for your interest in Bitsbox. Educators

all around the world have been using Bitsbox in their classrooms, and we

couldn't be more thrilled. Bitsbox has been used by hundreds of thousands

of students in over 70 countries to build apps and learn about computer

science.

What's Bitsbox?

With Bitsbox, students learn to program by creating fun apps that work on

computers and gadgets like iPads and Android tablets. The Bitsbox website

provides your students with a virtual tablet and a place to type their code.

The experience starts with lots of guidance. It first shows learners exactly

what to type, then quickly encourages them to modify and expand their

apps by adding in new code.

What kinds of kids can use Bitsbox?

We are currently making materials to teach elementary and middle school

students about computer science and programming. No previous

experience is needed. As a CSforALL member, we are committed to

providing quality CS education to every child by creating tools and

materials that will make educators' jobs—and their lives—better.

BROWSE ALL EDUCATION PRODUCTS
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What computers do I need to use Bitsbox in my
classroom?

Bitsbox is an online application that runs entirely in the computer browser.

Here's what you need to use Bitsbox in your classroom:

One computer for every one or two students (Younger kids do very

well in "pair programming" setups where they can help each other out,

while older students should probably have a machine all to

themselves.)

A modern web browser. (Google Chrome is best, but Firefox, IE11+,

Edge, and Safari work okay, too.)

A reliable (though not necessarily lightning-fast) internet connection

A physical keyboard and mouse for each computer

Make sure the Bitsbox website works on the computers
your students will use.

Some school districts block unfamiliar websites for safety reasons. Go to

bitsbox.com/code and click Build Apps Now. If you get an error message,

ask your school's IT person to allow access to the following websites:

*.bitsbox.com

*.bitsbox.io

*.firebase.com

*.firebaseio.com

*.googleapis.com

*.gstatic.com

*.codepops.com

bitsbox.firebaseapp.com

How do I get my students started with Bitsbox?

Do our online sample apps! These are completely online and tailor-made for

classrooms full of Bitsbox beginners. After that, you can order some

Bitsbox printed materials to keep the party going. Have fun!

Can my students do Bitsbox entirely on their iPads or
tablet?

Yes! As long as they have a keyboard!

How can my students run their apps on a tablet?

Kids can easily use the apps they build on smartphones and tablets. Bitsbox

apps are really just web pages; to run them on a device, you open the

webpage in that device's web browser. The easiest way to "send" the web

address to the device is by using a QR code reader to scan it right off the

student's computer screen. Follow these steps:
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1. Many smartphone Camera apps can read QR codes by default. If yours

doesn't, you can install a QR code scanner app on your tablet or

phone. These are two good, free options: 

Apple iOS: QR Code Reader and Barcode Scanner 

Android: QR Code Reader

2. On a computer, open the student's app in Bitsbox. You'll see a small,

gray "share" icon in the upper-right corner of the computer screen.

3. Click the share icon to show the QR code that's unique to their app.

4. Use the QR code scanner app on your tablet or phone to scan the QR

code on the student's computer screen.

5. Open the web page that wants to open on your tablet or phone. It's

the student's app!

What programming language are students learning with
Bitsbox?

Bitsbox uses a modified version of JavaScript, one of the most popular

programming languages in the world. Bitsbox commands are short, easy to

type, and easy to understand for beginners. As students progress, they're

introduced to more "vanilla" JavaScript syntax (vocabulary and grammar).

Can I get your printed materials for my classroom?

Yes! We now offer $149.95 Coding Project Book sets. Each set includes 10

copies of the book and a helpful Educators Guide! We also offer Coding

Workbooks that help your students plan their projects and reflect on what

they've learned.

Is there a way to "bulk create" accounts for my students?

Yes there is. We have a bulk account creator just for you. All you need is a

CSV file with the usernames and passwords you'd like to use.

Who created Bitsbox?

Bitsbox was invented in 2014 by a pair of Boulder, Colorado-based ex-

Google employees named Scott Lininger and Aidan Chopra. They both have

kids who are learning to code. The Bitsbox website is actually only half of

the idea; the other half is the physical materials which you can find on our

Education Store. Learning from print? What an outrageous idea!

As a teacher, how can I stay in the loop about Bitsbox
and education?

Click here to sign up for our educator-specific mailing list. You can also join

the Bitsbox Educators Group on Facebook.

How do I contact the Bitsbox team?

If you have any questions or ideas, please email help@bitsbox.com. We love

feedback and bug reports. There's also a little feedback widget in the

OVERVIEW WHO IT'S FOR HOW IT WORKS WHY BITSBOX? PRICINGOVERVIEW GETTING STARTED SCHOOL PRODUCTSOVERVIEW SUBSCRIPTIONSSUBSCRIPTIONS SCHOOL PRODUCTS OTHERPARENT REVIEWS TEACHER REVIEWS KID REVIEWSARTICLES CONTRIBUTORS JOIN MAILING LISTGET HELP ABOUT US JOBS CONTACT US FAQ TERMS PRIVACY

FOR HOME SCHOOLS HOMESCHOOL STORE REVIEWS BLOG HELP

Kids Sign In Account Cart

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/qr-code-reader-and-barcode-scanner/id698925807?mt=8
https://tinyurl.com/klv3exn
https://subscribe.bitsbox.com/details/school-products.html
https://subscribe.bitsbox.com/details/workbooks.html
https://bitsbox.com/tools/
https://subscribe.bitsbox.com/details/school-products.html
https://bitsbox.com/teachers/signup.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/bitsbox/
mailto:help@bitsbox.com
https://bitsbox.com/#overview-panel
https://bitsbox.com/#who-panel
https://bitsbox.com/#how-panel
https://bitsbox.com/#why-panel
https://subscribe.bitsbox.com/
https://subscribe.bitsbox.com/details/school-products.html
https://bitsbox.com/homeschool
https://subscribe.bitsbox.com/
https://subscribe.bitsbox.com/
https://subscribe.bitsbox.com/details/school-products.html
https://subscribe.bitsbox.com/details/otherproducts.html
https://bitsbox.com/reviews/#parent-review
https://bitsbox.com/reviews/#teacher-review
https://bitsbox.com/reviews/#kid-review
https://bitsbox.com/blog/#top
https://bitsbox.com/blog/#contributors
https://bitsbox.com/blog/#join
https://bitsbox.com/support.html#help
https://bitsbox.com/about.html
https://bitsbox.com/about.html
https://bitsbox.com/support.html#contact
https://bitsbox.com/faq.html
https://bitsbox.com/terms.html
https://bitsbox.com/terms.html#privacy
https://bitsbox.com/
https://bitsbox.com/teachers
https://bitsbox.com/homeschool
https://subscribe.bitsbox.com/
https://bitsbox.com/reviews/
https://bitsbox.com/blog/
https://bitsbox.com/support.html
https://bitsbox.com/
https://bitsbox.com/code.html#signin
https://subscribe.bitsbox.com/customer/account
https://subscribe.bitsbox.com/checkout/


lower-right corner of bitsbox.com; if you prefer, you can use that instead.

THANKS FOR TRYING BITSBOX WITH YOUR KIDS!

Join thousands of teachers who get articles on teaching
kids to love coding.

Email address  

SIGN UP AND SAVE

Email address  

Join our email list for deals and news about
kids and coding

Check out our amazing reviews!
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